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1813.] 



On the Bible Societies. 



put any commenti that I know of, 
iay own silent one excepted " 

After such a descriiHion, I had 
very little wwh to siee Terence ira- 
Tesiicd ; and^l biitst confess^ I felt 
soiite satisfac^tiori in thinking that 
there ?ire $om^ fools in the world, 
beside We Hirisb ! 

Phil Opheumy. 

Wateiford, December 8th, 1812. 



2> tit Pnfritfert if the Btlfait Ma^aamt' 

Gentlemen, 
A the iJeifast Magaaine is the 
-*^ first, if not the only publica- 
tion from which we have beard an 
opinion on the subject of the Bible 
societies, the theme at present of so 
inu( h unqualiBed eulogy, I make 
choice of. thiK portion of the press, 
to imbmit to public view, and public 
discussion, the resuK of my own re- 
fluctiofis on that subject. To write 
in favour of a mere opinion, how- 
ever just, provided. this opinion re- 
spect, not religion, is, in my mind, 
comparatively unimportant. To write 
with a view of some good being done, 
it, 1 think, a laudable exercise of 
talent ; an end worthy of a social, 
intelligent being. With this latter 
viewj as i humbly conceive, and not 
from a desire of appearing singular, 
I am ted to the consideration of a 
subject, open hitherto, as I must 
say, for public discussion. 

Having acted some, as well as 
felt, (or the cause of a community, 
whose religions creed bad been long 
the subject of much slander and un- 
merited reproach,* who have been 
railed against as an aggregate of 
knaves and fools; of dupes and de- 
ceivers; whose (^trines in particu- 
lar, on reading the Scriptures, (be- 

• The reader i> referred to the Por- 
traiture of Cattoliqim, by Nightingale. 



cause they bid men not pretend t* 
interpret what they do not under- 
stand,} have exposed them to so 
much obloquy, I was indeed no less 
surprised than gratified, on hearing 
the liberil snggestion in their favour, 
contained in a laite number of the 
Magazine, and offered for the at^op* 
tion of the Bible societies. You de» 
precated the. exclusive principle in 
this institution ; and to give its in- 
fluence a more liberal and extended 
irange, you proposed the printing 
and circulating copies of the Dow ay 
translatidn, for the benefit of Catho- 
lic piirchasers. The idea, I aftei^ 
^ardii found, was' not confined to 
the oiBce of the Magazine. It hac 
many advocates among the Protes- 
tants ; and an overture to the sama 
effect was made, I have been told, 
at a late meetitig of a Branch of the 
society, in the town of Dromore. 
The result, indeed, was a failure]; 
and it is to invite vour attention to 
the cause of this failure, that lad- 
dress you at present. 

It seems, theii, the proposal mat 
ttot even enttrtdined ! because, ia 
Cork, a similar negociation between 
the Protestant and Catholic clergy 
there, had proved fruitless, in con- 
sequence of the latter refosuig t* 
have the notes to the Doway versios 
sitppressed, in the edition to be cir- 
culated by the society : "to diffusa 
the Scriptures without note or com- 
ment, being a fundamental rule of the 
Bible institutions, from which they 
could not depart." 

Here, then, is the point of differ- 
ence, on which 1 shall take leave 
biie6y to ofier an opinioB, with the 
same freedom, as if the contrary one 
were* not so generally acted up to, 
as I regret it has been. The mere 
expressed opinion of any one cannot, 
in this inqirisitive age, command ab- 
sent. A conWusive argument rest* 
on its own merits, and should lose 
nothing of its force from the oircuut- 



On the Plagiarisms qf« H.H.H." 
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stance of the author being anxious 
or interested in its success. 

What is the intention (wiih refer- 
ence to Catholics,) of the Bible Insti- 
tution ? Isit the view to proselytize 
then) ! or to promote among them 
the knowledsfe of the Scriptures ? 
The former will be, I suppose, dis- 
clainied ; the latter purpose, alone, 
avowed. I presume not here to de- 
cide as to the inteniions of !he found- 
ers or supporters of the Bible Insti- 
tution. But as to the Institution 
itself, I have no hesitation in pro- 
nouncing it to be, in its present 
form, as illiberal and exclusive in 
principle, as it niust be confined in 
its operation and extent. 

.What, suppose the aforesaid Ro- 
man Catholic clergymen of Cork 
were a little over punctilious ? Was 
it, or is it, charitably 'to punish, for 
the error of these priests, the aggre- 
gate of Catholic readers ? And if 
both clergy and laity of that per- 
suasion do earnestly desire this union 
with theirProtestaiitbrethren, though 
they caunot, nor will not consent 
that the Catholic -edition should be 
published now, far the first time, with- 
out those comments to which every 
Catholic is bound to adhere, why 
should a Society fob disseminating 
ScRiPTURAt Knowledge refuse all 
deference to this old Catholic pre- 
possessiofl, merely for the sake of a 
regulution, obviously injurious to the 
main otyect of the Institution? Why 
prevent that good thej/ profess to for- 
ward ? The Insiitvition itself is 
founded for the purpose of promot- 
ing Scriptural knowledge : while by 
this regulation, the great majority in 
this country, and over the world, 
are excluded from its benefits. "Give 
up your cofTiments," say they, " and 
let your ignorant, blinded peasantry, 
inierjiiei for themselves, or let them 
e'ei! jjurchase their own Scriptures, 
out of their own pockets!" Those 
that maintain the exclusive principle 



of the Bible societies, can hold no 
other language, if they speak out. In 
one word, the regulation seems to 
have been adopted for one of two 
purposes : — either to exclude, or to 
proselytize the Catholic ! ! 

What wonder, then, if such prin- 
ciples excite alienation in the Catho- 
lic mind ? What wonder if they 
listen with suspicion to the invita- 
tions held out to them from time 
to time, to enter these socitties ? 
Vet, tvhj/ should they not be chle to 
enter ? 

1 resign the further prosecution 
of this subject for the present ; and 
would in the mean time ask liie opi- 
nions of some of your correspo>>iients. 
That the junction here alluded to, is 
'• a consummation devoutly to be 
wished," can admit of little dispute, 
among the liberal class of readers. 
That thi; tvunt of this Junction is a 
positive evil, must be, I think, equally 
apparent. That it is not imputable 
to the Catholic, is the opinion of 

A Real Fbeethinker. 

To thi Prt^rietors t^ tJu Belfast Magdxint* 

A SUBSCRIBER, and friend to 
-^ *• your Magazine, has taken the 
liberty of making the following re- 
marks, which he considers highly 
necessary, as he can di^icover no- 
thing original from the pen of 
" H.H.H.;" and would regret, that 
the Proprietors of the Belfast IVIaga- 
zine should be imposed on by such 
a copyist. 

A worthless plagiarist, assuming 
the Apollonian dre.ss, has had the 
unblushing effrontery, to send you, 
as original, several poetic commu- 
nications lor publication, and from 
placing a certain degree of confi- 
dence in the honour of such a coi res- 
pondent, you have been rather mclin- 
ed to saiiciion, than reject the inser- 
tion of those pieces forwarded by biru. 



